Officer assaults: ‘not part of the job’
A seven-point plan setting out how police officers and staff should be treated if
assaulted while on duty has now been signed-off by the Force.
The plan follows an initiative first launched in Hampshire following a campaign
by its Federation branch.
The South Wales Police plan will make the recording and investigation of assaults on
officers more robust and professional and will cover:


Improved training



A commitment to treating and investigating assaults on police officers
and staff as seriously as an assault on a member of the public



Keeping the officer/staff member informed and updated



Providing support and welfare



Giving sufficient evidence – as a result of poor evidence or personal
statements, cases sent for prosecution too often fail to meet basic evidential
needs.

Steve Treharne, chairman of the South Wales Police Federation Constables’ Branch
Board, explains: “The message needs to go out that an assault on an officer is not to
be accepted as part of their job. An assault on an officer is an assault on society and
any sentence given needs to send out a strong message that acts such as these will
not be tolerated.”
A national campaign calling for better protection for police officers has gathered
momentum after Halifax MP Holly Lynch led debates on the issue in Parliament in
October and again in November.
During the summer recess of Parliament, the MP joined West Yorkshire police for a
2pm to 10pm shift to gain an understanding of the demands of front-line policing.

Ms. Lynch accompanied PC Craig Gallant and it was not long before she witnessed
an event that led her to call 999 as she was so concerned for the officer’s safety. PC
Gallant had pulled over a vehicle and asked the driver to get out of the car. The
driver refused and within seconds a crowd of hostile people gathered around PC
Gallant. The officer was forced to draw his baton to keep the crowd back and
thankfully back up arrived quickly enough to help manage the situation.
Steve explains: “This is the sort of danger that you can, and do, find yourself in on a
regular basis. Research has found that an officer is assaulted every 22 minutes with
a total of 23,394 assaults in England and Wales last year. This may not be a
definitive picture as the method of collecting data by the Home Office for police
assaults can be described as poor. The Federation is currently working with the
Home Office to work to a more robust method of collecting accurate data.
“Unfortunately, officers who have been assaulted often do not bother reporting or
recording the incident or feel they are not taken seriously and often they even have
to interview the offender themselves which can’t be right.”
It was this situation that prompted John Apter, the Hampshire Police Federation
chairman, to drive through his Force’s seven-point plan. This has now been taken up
by most of the 43 forces in England and Wales
Below is a copy of the signed 7-point plan

